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States and Great Britain, and by Arti-
cles II and VI of the 1977 Treaty con-
cerning the Permanent Neutrality and
Operation of the Panama Canal, be-
tween the United States and the Re-
public of Panama, and subject to com-
pliance with the provisions of this part,
the Panama Canal Vessel Transit Res-
ervation System allows vessels, includ-
ing certain commercial passenger ves-
sels, desiring transit of the Panama
Canal, to reserve transit slots in ad-
vance of arrival at the Canal and be
moved through the Canal on pre-as-
signed dates.

§ 104.2 Definitions.
(a) Booked for transit means that a

vessel, in advance of arriving at the
Canal, has been assigned a specific date
by Canal authorities on which it will
be moved through the Canal and that
the vessel has otherwise complied with
the provisions of this part.

(b) Commercial passenger vessel means
a vessel that principally transports
passengers, as opposed to cargo, and
runs on fixed published schedules.

(c) Regular transit means movement
through the Canal of a vessel that has
not been booked for transit.

(d) Required arrival time means the
date and the hour of the day estab-
lished by Canal authorities as the dead-
line by which a vessel booked for tran-
sit must arrive at a terminus of the
Canal in order to transit on its re-
served transit date.

(e) Vessel agent means a person or en-
tity that has been authorized by a ves-
sel owner or operator, in the manner
prescribed by Canal authorities, to
book vessels for transit in accordance
with this part.

§ 104.3 Booking periods; allocation of
reserved slots.

(a) Vessel agents only may request
reserved transit slots for vessels during
the following booking periods:

(1) First period—365 to 22 days prior
to the requested transit date.

(2) Second period—21 to 4 days prior
to the requested transit date.

(3) Third period—3 to 2 days prior to
the requested transit date.

(b) A total of 21 reserved transit slots
will be made available for all three
booking periods, allocation of which

among the booking periods is to be de-
termined by Canal authorities. Canal
authorities, from time to time, may
adjust the total number of available re-
served transit slots, commensurate
with continued safe and efficient oper-
ation of the Canal.

§ 104.4 Booked transits.
(a) The specific daily order of vessels

and mix of vessel types transiting the
Canal, whether booked or regular tran-
sits, shall be determined by Canal au-
thorities. Except as provided in this
part, a vessel booked for transit may
not transit prior to its reserved transit
date, unless Canal authorities deter-
mine that assigning the vessel an ear-
lier transit slot would not impair safe
and efficient operation of the Canal.

(b) Notwithstanding assignment of an
earlier reserved transit slot by Canal
authorities, all vessels booked for tran-
sit will be charged the prescribed book-
ing fee.

(c) Substitution of reserved transit
slots between or among vessels booked
for transit will be permitted only on
conditions specified by Canal authori-
ties.

§ 104.5 Passenger vessel preference;
priority transits.

(a) Subject to being booked for tran-
sit and to the extent Canal authorities
determine preference does not impair
safe and efficient operation of the
Canal, commercial passenger vessels
running on fixed published schedules
will be given preference over other ves-
sels in transiting.

(b) Notwithstanding any contrary
provision, from time to time, any ves-
sel, whether or not subject to the ves-
sel transit reservation system (includ-
ing, but not limited to certain war-
ships), as determined by Canal authori-
ties, may be moved through the Canal
on a priority basis.

§ 104.6 Booking fees.
(a) The booking fee for reserving a

transit slot for a vessel measured in ac-
cordance with § 135.13(a) of this chap-
ter, shall be $0.26 per PC/UMS Net Ton,
or $1500, whichever is greater.

(b) The booking fee for reserving a
transit slot for a vessel subject to tran-
sitional relief measures and measured
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